
Environmental Sustainability Coordinators Meeting 
March 5, 2013 
UNH 306 
 
Coordinators Present:  Nancy Wilson, Mary Alexis Leciejewski, Indu Lnu, Dave Burz, Pat Eaton, Julie-Anne Crisafulli, Eli 
Leveston, Andrew Weiss, Jessica Ernye, Michael Parker, Elana Stein, Steve Grassmann, Amanda Smith, UPD intern  
 
Mary Alexis introduced herself to the group and told us about her background prior to arriving at UAlbany.  Mary Ellen 
also welcomed two other new timers, Andrew Weiss from Campus Planning and Michael Parker from Communications 
and Marketing.  The purpose of our Coordinators group is to communicate sustainability policies and initiatives to our 
co-workers on campus.  We meet at noon on the first Tuesday of each month during the academic year. 
 
Review of Spring Programs  
 

• Recyclemania – We are about a third of the way to our goal of recycling 150,000 pounds of recycled materials.  
The students have been having special collections of recycled materials in order to meet the goal. 

• The presentation by Jorgen Randers, co-author of The Limits to Growth, on his visions of the future of economic 
growth in the United States was well attended and successful. 

• The Upstate New York Green Building Council will be hosting four speakers throughout the year, the first of 
which will be Stephen Beck of LeChase Construction who will discuss construction waste management on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 in FA 114.  Future speakers are planned for June, August and December. 

• Greg Pahl, author of Power from the People, will be here on April 8, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. in Earth Science 147. 
• Earth and Wellness Day – April 18th – 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
• Res Life is hosting an Earth Day Food and Arts Festival on April 20th from 1 – 5 p.m. at Liberty Terrace. 
• The Department of Atmospheric and Environmental Science will be hosting a Family Day in University Hall on 

April 21 from 1 to 4 pm,  featuring many family oriented activities. 
• Campus Clean-Up Day is scheduled for April 30, 2013. 
• Paper Shredding Day is scheduled for Friday, May 3. 
• Give and Go – May 16 – 24. 

Committee Updates 

Earth and Wellness Day Committee – Indu reported that this year’s theme is Nurture Nature and Yourself.  Many special 
events are being planned for that day including a nature walk around Indian Pond on the Purple Path hosted by Frank 
Fazio; a photo contest open to faculty, staff and students where nature photos taken on and off campus will be judged 
for prizes; therapy dogs; Clothing Exchange; Health Zone and many other exhibitors. 

Green Office Committee – Jessica reported that they held a brainstorming meeting to come up with green office 
practices to be included in the flyer that they are finalizing. 

Certification Program – Ideas are being discussed to establish a recognition program for offices participating in 
sustainability training. 

Recognition Committee – We would like to establish a program rewarding individuals for their best sustainable 
practices, perhaps even asking the winner(s) to share their best practices with the rest of the University community.  It 
was discussed to open it up to all (faculty, staff and students) keeping in mind that each group would have different 
needs and wants for prizes.  We’d like to have recognition ceremonies once or twice per year. 

E-mail Mary Ellen if you would like to join any of these committees. 



Field Trip Ideas 

Mary Ellen will send out a Doodle Poll asking everyone to make their selection for a field trip in June. 

Open Forum 

Steven Grassmann said that they seem to get new cleaners in UPD every two weeks or so and asked if the cleaner 
training that was previously discussed ever took place.  Indu was aware of the issues in UPD, but was unsure as to 
whether they were addressed with the cleaning staff.  Mary Ellen and Indu will meet with Bozena and Anne again.  Steve 
asked if the UPD building utility usage was currently being monitored.  Indu indicated that there are no meters on the 
building now, but that could be addressed in the future.  Also, hand dryers are needed in the ladies room and a device to 
refill water bottles from the water fountains would be great. 

Dave Burz reported that he has noticed that the tunnel trash is being partitioned and sorted.  Cardboard and wood are 
being separated. 

Next month’s meeting to be held on April 2 in A&S 122 will be a joint meeting for the coordinators and building 
managers.  There will be several presentations during the meeting: 

• John Giarrusso – update on campus construction projects 
• Anne Trudeau – green cleaning presentation 
• Indu – electricity master plan and electricity usage 

 
Eli Leveston reported that UAS is conducting an audit of faucets and spray nozzles.  The potential for water savings is 
huge with the installation of low flow faucets.   
 
A new composting pilot is underway.  To date, 20,000 pounds of food waste has been diverted from Indian Quad. 
 

SUNY Empire State is getting involved in the Citizen Science project.  The basic premise is to encourage citizen 
participation in collecting data as part of a larger community research effort.  The Hudson River Estuary Program has 
several “citizen stewardship volunteer opportunities” which is basically similar to citizen science. You can read about the 
Hudson River projects at: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/72898.html 

 

For those interested in learning more about Citizen Science, you might want to check out the conference at Empire State 
(Saratoga) on April 13.  Registration is due by March 28. There is a fee to participate.   If anyone is interested in pursuing 
a citizen science project here, either creating a new project or joining an existing one, please let Mary Ellen know. 

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/72898.html

